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(1421). Successful in Asia, Murad sent his armies
back to the Danube, and after long-continued cam-
paigns, and powerful resistance from the Hungarians
and Slaves under Hunyad, he at last gained two
decisive victories; Varna in 1444, and Kossova in
1448. Constantinople could no longer be held, and
the Pope endeavoured in vain to rouse the chivalry
of Western Europe to a crusade against the Turks.
Mahomet II. succeeded in 1451, and on the 26th of
May, 1453, Constantinople, after a valiant resistance,
fell, and became the capital of the Turkish empire.

Turkish. Grammar.

It is a real pleasure to read a Turkish grammar,
even though one may have no wish to acquire it
practically. The ingenious manner in which the
numerous grammatical forms are brought out, the
regularity which pervades the system of declension
and conjugation, the transparency and intelligibility
of the whole structure, must strike all who have
a sense for that wonderful power of the human
mind which is displayed in language. Given so
small a number of predicative and demonstrative roots
as would hardly suffice to express the commonest
wants of human beings, to produce an instrument
that shall render the faintest shades of feeling and
thought; given a vague infinitive or a stern impera-
tive, to derive from it such moods as an optative or
subjunctive, and tenses as an aorist or paulo-post
future; given incoherent utterances, to arrange them
into a system where all is uniform and regular,
all combined and harmonious; such is the work of